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Mr* Chairman and Members of the Ccsmuittees 



I am very happy to be here today to present the views of the 
Department of Defense on Senate Resolution 179# which expresses the 
Senate's support of the President’s efforts to halt the spread of nuclear 
weapons . 



The President’s January message to the Eighteen Nation Disarmament 
Conference reflects the ecsmitment of the United. States Government to 
stop the spread, of nuclear weapons: The President said in parts 

"The avoidance of war and particularly nuclear war is the central# 
common concern of all. mankind. 



"My country is dedicated to this end. The effort to control# and 
reduce — and ultimately eliminate modern engines of nuclear destru- 
ction is fundamental to our policy. We have# with all mankind# a common 
interest in 'acting now to prevent nuclear spread# to halt the nuclear 
arms race, and to reduce nuclear stocks « n 



Hie President drew attention to the resolutions introduced in both 
houses of Congress endorsing the Administration's program to prevent the 
spread of nuclear weapons. He said these resolutions "are an indication 
of the importance that the people of the United States attribute to such 
measures..." He said that he fully shared, these views. 



When I appeared before the Committee on Foreign Relations in August 
1963# supporting the Limited Test Ban Treaty# I stated: 

.The possibility of the farther diffusion of nuclear weapons 
poses a severe threat to oar national security. 

"Proliferation of nuclear weapons capability would: 

1. Increase the likelihood, of accidental detonation of a 
nuclear weapon# 

2. Increase the risk of small nuclear wars which could 
catalyze a big one between the two great powers? 

3. Cause important and destabilizing shifts in regional power 
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I continue to hold this view® The Department of Defense strongly 
supports the President’s efforts to limit the spread of nuclear -weapons. 

I am, therefore, happy to endorse the Senate resolution. 

At this xime I will discuss the security implications of this issue 
for ourselves and other nuclear powers, for nations incapable of building 
nuclear weapons, and, finally, for those nations which can, but have not 
built nuclear weapons. I will then comment briefly on the President’s 
nonproliferation program. 

Today there are five countries in the world which have exploded a 
nuclear device. Four are capable, and one will in a few years be capable, 
of independently deciding to attack another with nuclear weapons. It is 
not in our interest or to- the _ interest of any other nation to have that 
noiiib ^; ji.n cEaa se . The US national, interest in nonproliferation is clear — 
any increase in the number of nations ..independently controlling nuclear 
weapons is an increase in the threat to~"our”sect®ity. 

Some people argue that nuclear proliferation has already occurred 
and that therefore our policies are doomed to failure. To be sure, after 
World War II we sought to remove nuclear energy from the military field 
because we believed that even one nuclear power was too many. Today 
Connmmxst China has tested two atomic devices and become the fifth nuclear 
power, and she cannot be expected to agree to our efforts to limit the 
spread of nuclear weapons in the immediate future. However, this is no 
reason for us to pursue nonproliferation with any diminished sense of 
■urgency, it was in the US interest in 1964 to attempt to hold the number 
of nuclear powers to four and it is now in our interest to attempt to 
hold it to five. In the immediate future, the more nuclear powers there 
are, the more thsre are likely to be. The more there are, the more 
unsettling will be the too-rapid shifts in often~delieate power balances 
and political relationships. And the more there are, the greater will 
be the risk of an accident or miscalculation, I do not believe that 
circumstances will arise in which it is In our national interest to 
increase the number of nuclear powers, whatever that number may be. 

All of the other nuclear powers share this interest with us - any 
increase in the number of nuclear powers is an increase in the danger 
of nuclear 




